October 29, 2023 Reformation Sunday

Faith

Lutheran Church
of Rotonda West
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WELCOMING OF GUESTS AND VISITORS

GATHERING

Prelude Adagio Johann Christian Schultze
Jeff & Julie Petersen, flutes

PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ++ one God, in whose image we are
made, who claims us and calls us beloved.
C Amen!

THE BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Together we pray,

Steadfast and faithful God, you have revealed the ways of justice,
yet we fail to follow you. We are overwhelmed by the world’s
violence and suffering. We are afraid to risk what we have for
the sake of others. For the harm we have caused, known and
unknown, forgive us. For the unjust demands we place on others
and your creation, forgive us. For the ways we turn away from
you and our neighbor, forgive us. Lead us back to you and set us
on the right path; in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

O 0

P Beloved in Christ, God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding.
God’s compassion is beyond compare. In Jesus, God is always
making a new way for us. In - Christ, you are already and always
forgiven. In the Spirit we have strength and life.

C Amen.
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THE GREETING

P

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Together we pray,



C Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy
Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on
your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and
comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the
gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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WORD
FIRST READING Jeremiah 31:31-34

*IThe days are surely coming, says the LORD, when | will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. *It will not be
like the covenant that | made with their ancestors when | took them by the
hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke,
though | was their husband, says the LORD. **But this is the covenant that |
will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: | will

]

October 15

put my law within them, and | will write it  2*2<°= on their hearts; and |
will be their God, and they shall be my people. **No longer shall they
teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall
all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for |
will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.

L The word of God. C Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: Romans 3:19-28

“Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are
under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world
may be held accountable to God. “°For “no human being will be justified
in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the
knowledge of sin.

'But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed,
and is attested by the law and the prophets, “the righteousness of God
through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no
distinction, “*since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God;
““they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that



is in Christ Jesus, “whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by
his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness,
because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously
committed; “°it was to prove at the present time that he himself is
righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.

?'Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that
of works? No, but by the law of faith. “°For we hold that a person is
justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law.

L The word of God. C Thanks be to God.

PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE
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GOSPEL John 8:31-3

C Glorytoyou, O Lord.

*!Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my
word, you are truly my disciples; *“and you will know the truth, and the
truth will make you free.” **They answered him, “We are descendants of
Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by
saying, ‘You will be made free’?”

“Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits
sin is a slave to sin. **The slave does not have a permanent place in the
household; the son has a place there forever. *°So if the Son makes you
free, you will be free indeed.”

P The Gospel of our Lord. C Praise to you, O Christ.

Music Ministry  Andante and Vivo Johann Christian Schultze
Jeff & Julie Petersen
SERMON Pastor Armen



PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE

HYMN If You But Trust ELW 769
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took for you a cross will bring you safe through ev - ’ry loss.
cho - sen us by grace, knows ver -y well the fears we face.
con - fi - dence in-deed: God nev-er fails in time of need.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

A Together we confess our faith,

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by
the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.




| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and
the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A Trusting in the transformative power of God’s loving Spirit, let us
pray for the church, the world, and all in need.

each petition concludes...

God of grace,

hear our prayer.
P Gracious God, into your hands we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your unending love and amazing grace; through Jesus Christ,
our Savior.
C Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE (WORDS ONLY)

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

OFFERING
In thanksgiving for God’s blessing, we respond with our tithe and offering
OFFERTORY HYMN PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING ELW 689
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OFFERING PRAYER

A Together we pray,

C God of all goodness, generations have turned to you, gathered
around your table, and shared your abundant blessings. Number
us among them that, as we gather these gifts from your
abundance, and give thanks for your rich blessings, we may feast
upon your very self and care for all that you have made, through
Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Servant. Amen.

THE MEAL

P The Lord be withyou. C  And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts. C  We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

P Itisindeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting
life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the

hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
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P

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body,
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

P

After supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD'S PRAYER

A
C

Together we pray,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

DISTRIBUTION

O >

As we celebrate the meal of our Lord, all are invited. If you are a guest and
regularly commune at your church, you are welcome to commune here. For
those not communing, please keep your hands folded and you will receive a
blessing. Both wine (red) and grape juice (white) are available at communion.
If you prefer a gluten-free wafer, notify the server. If you are unable to come to
the altar rail and would like to receive communion in your seat, please notify an
usher.

after all have communed
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in God’s grace. C Amen.
Together we pray,
Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet. Sustain
us on the journey, strengthen us to care for the least of your
beloved children, and give us glad and generous hearts as we
meet you on the way. Amen.
May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who
claims us and calls us beloved, who strengthens us for service, give
you reason to rejoice and be glad! The blessing of God, Sovereign,

++ Savior, and Spirit, be with you today and always. C Amen.




Built on a Rock
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world, my face shall see; my peace [ leave with you. A - men.”

DISMISSAL

P Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Postlude



Faith’s Weekly Announcements
Welcome to all of you attending this morning!

Sunday School Starts Today
We will have our first Sunday School class after worship this
morning (10:45) in the doublewide. Class will meet for 13 weeks.
Please join us!

Food Pantry
This week the food bank especially needs diapers. All donations
should be placed in the bin in the narthex.

The Halloween Safe Walk
Thanks to all who donated candy for the Safe Walk. Join us on
Dearborn Street Tuesday evening.

Want to Join the Family?
We will be welcoming new members on Sunday, November 19. If
you would like to be included, call Barbra in the church office (941-
697-3313) or tell Pastor today.

Can You Help?
The Chicks are getting started on a special Christmas project, and
they could use your help. They need a lighted, 5-foot Christmas
tree (new or in very good condition) to be donated to The Learning
Center for Dyslexia in Englewood. If you have one to give, see
Julie Petersen. The ladies will be making ornaments to decorate
the tree on the next few Tuesday mornings at 9 in the doublewide.
They would love it if others would join them in creating the easy
ornaments. If you prefer, you can write a check to provide supplies
for the project. If you have questions, see or call Julie Petersen
(563-349-9673).



November Ladies Lunch
The Ladies Luncheon will be held on Wednesday, November 15,
11:30 a.m. at Ken & Barb’s. It is located off Placida Road just
south of the Lemon Bay high school. Ken & Barb’s has a great
menu with lots of yummy choices for all tastes. There will be
separate checks for all, which will INCLUDE an 18% gratuity.
Come for the enjoyment of fellowship and laughter! Deadline is
Sunday, November 12™. Sign up on the sheet in the narthex.
Questions? See or call Kathie Wiley (941-662-5383).

Learn About Flower Arranging
On Thursday, November 9, Kathy Myers will be teaching a class on
the basics of flower arranging. Class starts at 10:00 am and there is
a $10 charge for supplies. If you have some flower clippers, please
bring them with you. You will take your arrangement home after the
class. Class size is limited, so the first 15 to sign up will be
included. If you are interested, sign up in the narthex as soon as
possible.

Attendance last Sunday: 69

WE PRAY FOR...

Jerry Marsh Rosie LaQuay Verna Newlon
Joyce Schultz Debby Lynn Costello Bruce Grosvenor
Art Hanson Neal Schattauer Shirley Rice

Lou Taylor Newton Family Howe Family

Serving Today
Altar Guild: Gloria Marsh
Lector/ Worship Assistant: Brian Lindhurst
Ushers: Gene & Verna Newlon



Your Church Council
Steve Wolfe (President), Jeff Kamm (Vice President), Jeff Petersen
(Secretary), Art Hanson (Treasurer), Ellen Lindhurst, Jim Taylor,
Gene Newlon, Larry Bennett, Jay Fisher.

THIS WEEK AT FAITH

Every week day morning 6:30 am AA meets at church
Monday 8:00 pm AA meets at church
Tuesday 7:30 am Work Crew

9:00 am Lutheran Chicks
10:00 am Grace Bible Study
5:00 pm Girl Scouts

6:00 pm Prayer with Grace
Halloween Safe Walk

Faith Lutheran Church of Rotonda
551 Rotonda Boulevard West — Rotonda West, FL 33947
(941) 697-3313

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation
Pastor Brian Armen, Cell (814) 248-0133
Secretary: Barbra Davis
Organist: Candace Montesi  Custodian: Cyndy Hoops

Secretary Office Hours: 9:00 Am — Noon (M-F)

PASTOR’S OFFICE: 10:00 — 1:00 (M-TH) AND BY APPOINTMENT
Our Guiding Principle: GOD’S GRACE WINS....
As we WORSHIP Jesus as our Lord and Savior
As we LOVE one another, welcoming everyone
As we SERVE, inspired by the Holy Spirit
As a deep FAITH is taught and caught
As we make WITNESS and MISSION our life



